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Breton Island, controlling access to the St. Lawrence River. In the peace treaty
ending the war, however, Britain agreed to give Louisbourg back to the French
in exchange for political and economic gains in India. New Englanders were
furious about the loss of a fort that they had fought so hard to win.

The French and Indian War

The first three wars between England and France focused primarily on
battles in Europe and only secondarily on conflict in the colonies. The European
powers saw little value in committing regular troops to America. In the fourth
and final war in the series, however, the fighting actually began in the colonies
and then spread to Europe. Moreover, England and France now recognized the
full importance of their colonies and shipped large numbers of troops overseas
to North America rather than rely on “amateur” colonial forces. This fourth
and most decisive war was known in the colonies as the French and Indian
War (in Europe, it was called the Seven Years’ War).

Beginning of the war. From the British point of view, the French pro-
voked the war by building a chain of forts in the Ohio River Valley. One of
the reasons the French did so was to halt the westward growth of the British
colonies. Hoping to stop the French from completing work on Fort Duquesne
(Pittsburgh) and thereby win control of the Ohio River Valley, the governor
of Virginia sent a small militia (armed force) under the command of a young
colonel named George Washington. After gaining a small initial victory,
ington’s troops surrendered to a superior force of Frenchmen and
American allies on July 3, 1754. With this military encounter in the w
the final war for empire began.

At first the war went badly for the British. In 1755, an
from Virginia, led by General Edward Braddock, enc
as more than 2,000 British regulars and colonial t
force of French and Native Americans near F
of the French ravaged the frontier from weste:
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their common defense. (For an excerpt from the Albany Plan of Unjop
pages 40-41.) Each colony was too jealous of its own taxation powers to aéc
the plan, however, and it never took effect. The Albany congress was signific

however, because it set a precedent for later, more revolutionary congre
in the 1770s. :

British victory. In London, William Pitt, the new British prime ministe
concentrated the government’s military strategy on conquering Canada. Th,rS
objective was accomplished with the retaking of Louisbourg in 1758, the
surrender of Quebec to General James Wolfe in 1759, and the taking of Mon,treal
in 1760. With these victories and the signing of a peace treaty in 1763, the
British extended their control of North America, and French power on the
continent virtually ended.

Through the peace treaty (the Peace of Paris), Great Britain acquired both
French Canada and Spanish Florida. France ceded (gave up) to Spain its huge
western territory, Louisiana, and claims west of the Mississippi River in compen-
sation for Spain’s loss of Florida.

Immediate effects of the war. Its victory in the French and Indian War
gave Great Britain unchallenged supremacy in North America and also estab-
lished that country as the dominant naval power in the world. No longer did
the American colonies face the threat of concerted attacks from the French,
the Spanish, and their Native American allies.

From the American point of view, no consequence of the war was more
momentous than a fundamental change in the relationship between the colonies
and the British government. Foremost was the change in how the British viewed
the colonies and how the colonists viewed the home government.

The British view. The British came away from the war with a generally
low opinion of the colonial military effort. They held the American militia in
contempt as a poorly trained, disorderly rabble ted
some of the colonies had refused to contribute
war effort. The British who took this view wei
were both unable and unwilling to defend the nev
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Imperial Wars and Colonial Protest, 1754-1774

Britain had exercised little direct control over the colonies and had generally
\ aﬂowed its navigation laws regulating colonial trade to go unenforced. This
earlier policy of salutary neglect was now abandoned as the British saw a need
to adopt more forceful policies for taking control of their expanded North
American dominions.

All four wars—and the last one in particular—had been extremely costly.
In addition. Britain now felt the need to maintain a large British military force
to guard its American frontiers. Among British landowners, pressure
was building to reduce the heavy taxes that the colonial wars had laid upon
them.

King George 11T and the dominant political party in Parliament (the Whigs)
pursued a colonial policy aimed at solving Britain’s domestic financial problems.
Making the American colonies bear more of the cost of maintaining the British
empire was a popular policy with the various factions of Whigs that vied for

the king’s favor.

Pontiac’s rebellion. The first major test of the new British imperial policy
came in 1763 when Chief Pontiac led a major attack against colonial settlements
on the western frontier. The Native Americans were angered by the growing
westward movement of European settlers and by the British refusal to offer
gifts as the French had done. Pontiac’s alliance of Native Americans in the
Ohio Valley destroyed forts and settlements from New York to Virginia. Rather
than relying on colonial forces to retaliate, the British sent regular troops to
deal with the “rebellion.”

Proclamation of 1763. As a further measure for stabilizing the western
frontier, the British government issued a proclamation that prohibited colonists
from settling west of the Appalachian Mountains. Such a measure, it was hoped,
would help to prevent future hostilities between colonists and Native Americ
But the colonists reacted to the proclamation with anger and defiance. /
their victory in the French and Indian War, Americans hoped |
n the form of access to western lands. For the British to






