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The Patl'iOt Hal’t (cont.)

R Historical Background Information

Legends are stories from the past that are believed by many but cannot be proven trye,
Legends are a valuable part of history. They can help develop an understanding of the
situations people faced and how they dealt with them. But legends sometimes make it
difficult to separate fact from fiction. Such is the story of Georgian Nancy Hart.
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In the years following the American Revolution, historical accounts of heroes of
the war appeared in journals and books. Illustrations of Nancy Hart and the Tories
captured the imaginations of many. The story that inspired the illustrations made
Hart a legend. She was was known as a fierce patriot and defender of American
independence.

Hart was born in North Carolina in 1735. She moved to Georgia with her husband,
Benjamin, around 1771. They built a cabin in the Broad River valley. When the war
broke out, Benjamin served as a lieutenant in the Georgia Militia. Hart stayed at
home with their eight children.

Hart was a big, strong woman. Some accounts claim she was six feet tall. She was
not able to read or write. But, she knew much about plants and the remedies that
could be made from them. When anyone was sick, they asked “Aunt Nancy” for help
finding a cure. She was courageous and, by most accounts, had a very bad temper.

According to the legend, five or six loyalists came to Hart’s cabin one night. They

were looking for information about men who supported the patriot cause. Hart said

she did not know anything. Because she would not cooperate, one of the loyalists

shot her prized m They 0;&@5& her to cook the turkey for them. They asked her

to they w stacked their guns in the corner

k their wine, Hart was able to

quietly sent her daughter

A fight broke out. Hart

o resist, she shot another.
The patriots took the



